Goat Herd Health
Prepared by Bold Springs Veterinary Service, Jason R. Wall, D.V.M.
Questions regarding proper care of does, bucks, and kids are frequent.  Whether they are pets or truly production animals, all goats will benefit from good routine management.  The goal of this outline is to provide a guideline for general maintenance of your goat herd.  All herds are different, and as a result, specific recommendations can be made after a closer look at or discussion about your goats. 	   
One specific topic worth mentioning is parasites, particularly worms.  Haemonchus contortus, or the Barber Pole worm, is the biggest problem.  It remains the biggest cause of goat illness or unthriftiness in our area.  The worm is a blood sucking parasite that lives in the stomach.  Worm eggs are shed in the manure where they hatch, molt, and produce the infective larval stage.  If weather conditions are right, this lifecycle can occur in as little as 2 weeks.  Barber pole worms can cause severe anemia, weakness, weight loss, and death.  The problem is two-fold:  we have worms that are resistant to dewormers and some goats that have little resistance (or immunity) to the worms.  A good knowledge of when to deworm and what to use is important, but it is also important to remember that not every herd and not every goat within a herd is alike.  A program known as FAMACHA was developed by a South African professor to better manage worm problems in goats.  It is a system of deworming based on identifying the anemic animals.  The FAMACHA system is important in limiting the development of worms that are resistant to dewormers and in identifying animals in your herd that continually have parasite problems.  In other words, it evaluates each goat to determine the need for deworming.  If used correctly, it can be a very effective program for management of Barber Pole worm in your herd.  Contact us or visit www.scsrpc.org for more information.
Doe and Buck Management
1 Month Before Kidding
1. Deworm  does
1. Vaccinate does for Clostridium C, D & T 
1. Give each doe  MuSe at 0.5ml/100# body weight under the skin
1. Trim hooves if needed 
1. Carefully body condition score does to increase the plane of nutrition.  All does will benefit from increased energy at this point, but some will need more than others, so group and feed more as needed
At Kidding
1. Begin closely monitoring does for signs of kidding or any abnormal behavior.  If a doe is in active labor (straining) for more than 30-45 minutes, something may be wrong.  Clean her up thoroughly and check or call for assistance
1. Deworm does after kidding
1 Month Before Breeding
1. Evaluate the body condition of does and bucks to increase nutrition as needed.  Look at feet, udders, and teeth to determine if a good candidate to breed.  Increasing the plane of nutrition before breeding, or “flushing”, may increase the number of multiple births
1. Consider vaccinating does and bucks for abortion causing diseases:  Chlamydia, Lepto, Campylobacter/Vibrio
1. Vaccinate bucks with Clostridial C, D, & T
~2 Months after Buck is turned in
1. Pregnancy check does and sort accordingly
Kid Management
At Kidding
1. The most important thing to do is make sure each kid receives adequate colostrum within 6-12 hrs after birth.  Adequate colostrum is 10-20% of the kid’s body weight, 20% being optimal.  For a 5# kid that is 16oz in the first 12 hrs of life; for an 8# kid that is 25oz.  If you are giving the colostrum, divide it into 3-4 feedings in the first 12 hrs
1. Give .25ml BoSe under the skin
1. Identify kid with ear tag or some other traceable ID system 
First 7 Days of Age
1. Castrate buck kids 
1. Dehorn
1. Give Clostridium C, D, & T vaccine
6-8 Weeks of Age
1. Booster C, D, & T vaccine
1. Deworm
Weaning
1. Booster C, D, & T vaccine
1. Onsider other vaccinations to prevent respiratory diseases


*Routine evaluation for deworming is necessary for all goats, contact us to discuss a year-round herd deworming plan including fecal egg count monitoring and the FAMANCHA approach.  Don’t forget about Coccidia!*

